2026 Benton County Affordable Housing (2060)

Grant Application Instructions

Application Due Date: October 30, 2026 by 12pm
Instructions:

e Please fill out the Affordable Housing Grant Application

e Please submit your application via US Postal Service or email to the addresses
below

e Any guestions please call Kyle Sullivan 509-737-3909

Submit applications by: August 30, 2026 by 12pm
Benton County Department of Human Services
Attn: Kyle Sullivan
7102 W. Okanogan Place Suite 201
Kennewick, WA 99336
Kyle.Sullivan@co.benton.wa.us

NOTE: Incomplete applications or late applications may be rejected. All applications may not be
funded.

Subsidy Term

Benton County will consider commitments for a one-year period. Extensions are only possible
following a written request and steering committee approval.

2060 Available Funds $1,000,000.00

Staff Contact

Name:
Kyle Sullivan Phone: 509-737-3909 Email: Kyle.Sullivan@co.benton.wa.us
Gloria Caldwell Phone: 509-737-3954 Email: Gloria.Caldwell@co.benton.wa.us
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BENTON COUNTY HOUSING PROGRAMS

Introduction
2060 Affordable Housing

Our goal is to provide a strong and supportive continuum of care system for at-risk and/or
homeless individuals and families that will reduce and help prevent homelessness; provide
access to affordable, stable, and decent housing. In 2002, the Washington State Legislature
passed SHB 2060, codified under RCW 36.22.178 and amended to 36.22.250 that requires
County Auditors to charge recording fees on certain recorded documents. One of the purposes
of these funds is for capital projects that will provide affordable housing to people experiencing
homelessness and those very low-income persons with incomes at or below fifty percent (50%)
of the area median income and that require a supplement to rent revenue to cover ongoing
operating expenses (SHB 2060).

Homelessness is defined under the law as an individual living outside or in a building not meant
for human habitation or which they have no legal right to occupy, in an emergency shelter, or in
a temporary housing program which may include a transitional and supportive housing program
if habitation time limits exist.

Contract awards are subject to the availability of funding and to annual reviews that may result in
adjustments to subsidy amounts or discontinuance of the subsidy.

Program Focus

Funds will be awarded only in amounts appropriate to the scope of the identified problem, as
determined by the review of the application. Only the portion of the budget that serves individuals
that meet the eligibility criteria will be funded with the grant funds. The County reserves the right
to negotiate modifications in an applicant’s proposed work plan and budget prior to executing a
contract. Applicants must bear the costs of preparing and submitting an application for funding.

Non-Discrimination Policy

Applicants shall neither deny services to, nor otherwise discriminate in the delivery of services,
against any person who otherwise meets the eligibility criteria for the program on the basis of
race, color, religion, gender, sexual orientation, age, national origin, citizenship, ancestry, marital
status, physical or mental handicap, or because such person is a recipient of federal, state or
local public assistance.

Application Evaluation

Applications will be evaluated on a competitive basis. Applications will be evaluated according
but not limited to the demonstration of need, the degree to which the program purpose can be
met, and the demonstrated ability of the applicant to implement and administer the program.
Applicants will be expected to present their projects to a steering committee made up of



representatives from Benton County and the Cities within Benton County. The steering committee
makes recommendations to the Benton County Board of Commissioners on which projects to
fund.

ELIGIBLE ACTIVITIES

Capital Improvement

Eligible uses of funding for capital improvement projects include:

e Acquisition of existing residential property. Manufactured housing is not eligible.

e Acquisition of vacant land. (Application must demonstrate ability to begin construction within
two years, and project completion within five years) Land Banking is prohibited.

e Construction costs. (New construction, Rehabilitation, Demolition, On-site infrastructure
improvements, Permits, Project Management) All new construction projects must meet
international building code.

o Development soft costs including but not limited to Engineering, Architectural, Insurance,
Developer Fees, and Construction Interest. The 2060/1406 funds cannot provide funding for
pre-development activities.

Ineligible uses for Capital Improvement include:

Off-site infrastructure costs, not related to utility hookups
Operating Capital

Capitalization of Operating or Replacement Reserves
Equipment Purchases

Other costs as defined by 2060 guidelines

Refinancing

Relocation Payments

Mortgage Payments

TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF ALL FUNDING

All funding will be provided on a grant basis with specific obligation to continue services for a
period of time. In the event the property is sold or not used for affordable housing as defined by
Washington State law, during the period of obligation the full amount invested shall be repaid to
the 2060 fund. No per unit subsidy limit will be established, however applicants are encouraged
to leverage other funding sources. Only the portion of project that serves individuals that meet the
eligibly criteria as set forth in SHB 2060 is eligible for funding.

Grants up to $50,000.00 require a Five (5) year service obligation
Grants $50,001.00 to $100,000.00 require a Ten (10) year service obligation

Grants over $100,000.00 require a Fifteen (15) year service obligation



